[Pearl S. Buck, Literature Nobel Price, and phenylketonuria: a moving relationship].
Art and Medicine, in some occasions have singular contact points. An example of this is the life of the North American writer Pearl S. Buck, a Litterature Nobel Prize winner in 1938, and her relation with phenylketonuria and mental retardation. The present paper is a biographical sketch of this brilliant writer, whose only daughter had phenylketonuria, an inborn error of metabolism of low frequency. If this disease is not treated, it may cause mental retardation. At the same time, we point out some of the highlights of the discovery of this disorder in Norway in 1934, and the description of its first treatment in 1953. At the present time, the mental retardation that this disease causes, can be prevented by means of the neonatal screening.